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HAYNER MEMORIAL LIBRARY. 

Alton’s most notable public builclingf is the Hajner 
Memorial Library. The main building: was erected m l«y 
by the late Jno. E. Hayner, and the annex in 1906 by his gran - 
son, John A. Haskell, the total cost of the building as it now 
stands being $33,000. It is located on the corner of bta e an 
Fourth Streets. The main building: has a frontag^e o ee 
State Street, with a-depth of 75 feet on Fouith. The ° 

of the annex are 50x25 feet, making the depUi of le ' 

building on Fourth street 100 feet. The materia is ) , Tjgj. 

basement of Alton limestone, and trimmings o archi- 

lord stone over windows and entrances. The sty e 
tecture is known as “Old English,” an 1 gj,. 

*^ye and giving an impression of solidity and ’’ . j 

hect of the main building was Theodore Link, o • > 

of the annex U. S. Nixon, of Alton. The mam 
street is through an artistic vestibule, guar e y 
'vays. and floored with tile. Double doors open fro 
vestibule into an ante-room» thence into f ^ ’j j 

ni.ra,.ia„.s roon, on .... nrl.-. an’^i 

faulted ceiling: of open tinibei wor^, ^orfment and 

polished floor, is a remarkably' imposing ^,^33, 

onpresses every visitor with its beauty aiic 
It opens by Norway into “second floor « 

The wood work is oak and yeUow of the 

effect of which is very ornamenta . hand¬ 
books most in demand are displaye m either side of 

some cases standing at right opposite sides 

the windows. The room is hgl evening lighting, by 

and the effect could not be better. orranged to light up 

electricity, is briiliant and tlie lamps vve 
-lie cases. In t„e center ol «!« room am ionr^_^^_^ 
periodical literature is di P y 
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The librarian s room, openingf into the liall, is a beautiful, 
home-like apartment, which visitors all admire. 

Beneath the main floor is another spacious hall, of same 
dimensions as the one above, with independent entrance on 
Fourth street, where are stored on shelvingf gfovernment 
works and reports, and volumes of like character, which are 
in demand mainly for reference. In this room were formerly 
gfiven the noted library suppers”—famous in our social 
annals. Adjoining: this is the furnace room, thoug-h the 
building is now warmed by radiators with city heat. 

The annex is a splendid addition, corresponding in style 
of architecture with the main building. The entrance to first 
floon.is by a handsome vestibule, opening from Fourth street. 
The interior throughout is likewise finished in oak and yellow 
pine, and the rooms on main floor have open-timbered 
ceilings, of same style as the main building. These are 
known as the reference and stack rooms. The first is pro¬ 
vided with shelving, desks and tables. The stack room is 
fitted with cases in which the books are systematically 
arranged. These rooms are each twenty-four feet square and 
are well lighted and conveniently arranged. 

On the ground floor is the children’s room, measuring 
24x48 feet. This has, likewise, a polished, hardwood floor. 
It IS equipped with shelving for juvenile books, and has solid 
circular tables about the pillars, surrounded by.low chairs for 
the children. This department is a beautiful addition to the 
attractions of the library, and was designed and fitted up 
specially to meet the wants of childhood. It is the most 
delightful resort for children in the city and is crowded three 
afternoons in the week with happy boys and girls engaged in 
selecting their favorite books, or in reading in groups about the 
low tables. Every Saturday afternoon the children are enter¬ 
tained with select readings by the librarians, whose aim is to 
instruct as well as to entertain their young charges. A more 
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beaiitifLil philanthropy than is here f of fhe 

well be imasined. Weranst enpect much m 
rising generation which enjoys such 

Dnring the pas, year, ol "rtw w^ * =se 

11,608 were to juveniles, which indicates lio« 

opportunities are appreciated. costly. 

The furniture of the whole ^nilding is e adorned 

Everything- is solid and substantial. avin^s, giving an 

with valuable paintings, portraits an engr 
effect of grace and beauty to all the sunou -^-^gpi^ng. The 
atmosphere of the library is elevadng an ^ ^ jj^^-^-ient of 
building is modern throughout, wit i home of 

nietropolitan utility and convenience. 
culture and refinement, and fice to a 

themselves of its advantages. j valuable 

The library itself is a re'''i‘r>'-‘‘'>'>;,“',3'“ ", ninnbering 
selection of the choicest literature in le additions have 

at last • to which large ^ 


UiVh large additions have 
--- report 10,638 volumes, to w ,,.edical libraries of 

lately been made, including the cnmething over 800 

Dr. W. A. Haskell and Dr. R. G;bson, someth 

and 400 volumes, respectively, w uc 

donated by these gentlemen. . Dewey Decimal 

The library is classified accord,,® to 

System, 


Works 


r • ‘nns viz.: General 
and is -divided Philologfy, Natural 


• • Sociology, Philology, Natural 
works, Philosophy, R^'^^-ion, ^=0 and Fiction by call 

Science, Useful Arts, Literature History. 

uiimbers, Reference and Medica i arrangement is 

Each book has its proper P place their hands 

So perfect that the librarians can m above classi 

On any book called for. It ^ offers for investigation, 

fication how broad a field the ^.^ference room is pecu- 

nistruction and entertainmen . equipped v 

Harly valuable for all reseaich w maps, and a com 

dictionaries, encyclopaedias, at as , 
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p ete index to periodical literature, with full sets of 
of the standard niag;azines of the countr3^ The 
me ica i raries will find place in this room as soon as cata- 
ogue r. Haskell supplemented his donation with a lib- 
en owinent fund, the interest of which is to be devoted to 
purciase of new medical works yearly, thus keeping' it 
of the times. This medical library includes many 
carpp^^ volumes accumulated during- his professional 

shnnl 1 1 ^onor provided that the selection of new books 
of tl-i A^i \ were recommended by a standing- committee 

librar f tdedical Society; the use of this professional 

students^ ^ confined to physicians, practitioners and medical 
in surh ' ^iiedical society has amended its constitution 

bequest of^Dr^H utilizing- this invaluable 

so highly honor ^ interests of the profession he 

The Permanent Endowment, 
library‘^Inscription of the lilirary building: and the 
institutioi T" important and valuable 

desirable is 't 'become, how complete, extended and 

only furnished equipment. But the donors have not 
benefit of our citi P^^'lnctly-appointed institution for the 
by ample endow'^^"^^' b^''e provided for its perpetuation 

John E ^be resources of the library include : 

John a! Has^kel? a^^‘" Building - $20,000 

John E. Hayner’ cna"'''' ^"‘'ding - 13,000 

Mrs. Mary Caro'lin/H''"’^"‘ hie) - 15,000 

Mrs. VV. A. Hacl,..!! endowment - 10,000 

John A. Haskell end 10,000 

Dr. and Mrs. W.’a. - : - 

B'r. W. A. Haskell i-^ ’ ^“''enile endowment SOO 
’ ■‘■taical endowment _ 2,500 

‘«ents^?nTludi'^^i!*^-f' P‘^‘’"ia"cnt endow- 

'"‘='«clmg buddings - $8i_o00 

vi 



















































They have likewise contributed, through a «ries of years, 

several thousand more to improvements, repaii 
nishings. 

Other Resources. 

, 1 fc r^ked bv contributions oi 

These include endowments r . . i to be added 

directors and citizens, $5,000 Jo 

generous donations by Mr. and i\l • library from 

$500 annually, and incidental receipts o • . city. 

Sues, ioriettures and dues front 

It is thus apparent that with endowments and 

Ped building:, with interest from pem ^ liberal 

other resources, the society is piovu j-q meet 

income for both present and future additions to 

^11 expenses and to furnish funds for con thus pro- 

the shelves of new publications as t ley jj(.gj.ature of past 
■viding: our. citizens with not only t le J work and 

^ges, but enabling: them to keep abieas o public, 

progress. And all this without tax inroad in its 

Surely this is a noble and splendic P n^ tendencies, 

scope, pure in its motive and “P dtmg 
It affords help in the present and hop^ 

that is asked by the donors in ,, this library and 

^vail themselves of the advantages o ^ cultured and 

ffive to the world, in return, tie i inestimable 

elevated manhood and "''->man looc, ^jj^j^en- 

Messing to the community imphel m the 
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IN [VI E IVI O R I A IVI* 


JOHN E. HATNER, 

Donor of the Jennie D. Ha\ne 
Library* Building. 

1827-1903 

I NO. E. HAYNER, the donor of the 

Library Building-, erected as a 29, 1827, ii^ 

'ds wife and bearing her name, was orn ^ , ^9 19031 

Charlestown, N. Y., and died at to Yates, in\ 

When he was six years of age receiv- 

diesame State, where he spent his chi When 

‘tig the usual education afforded by the coun vvhere he 

eighteen years of age he entered a dry goo ^yider 

teniained as clerk for three years, an i^ Aiving in Alton in 
opportunities, turned his face westwar , a ‘ ^ 

Clecember, 1848. His first employment v . ^Iie 

P. B. Whipple store, ^llon, under the firm 

hardware business with the late Ar ^^oerated a saw mill 
‘^ame of Nelson & Hayner. Later he p ^ qJ the 

and box factory ; became a bank tree ’ ^jjyes of the 
of J. E. Hayner & Co Western ^ 

Walter A. Wood Self-Binder Co., an Chicago and 

'various other firms and enterprises m a president of 

elsewhere, but was best known to P of the Alton 

‘he Alton Savings Bank and Vice-Pr 

h^ational Bank. . , His first wife was 

^ Mr. Hayner was thrice pother of his only 

^iss Laura Scott, of Craftsbury, ’’ j ^^^as Miss Jennie 
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Drur}^ of Hig-lig^ate, Vt. His last marriag^e was with Miss 
Mar}^ Caroline Keith, of Sheldon, Vt., who survives him. Mrs. 
H. A. Fletcher, of Alton, his sister, is the last surviving 
member of his father's family. He likewise left a grandson, 
Mr. John A. Haskell. 

In the death of Mr. Hayner, not only did the family, 
relatives and friends sustain a crushing bereavement, but the 
city of Alton lost its best friend and greatest benefactor. 
Coming here in early manhood, depending entirely on his 
own resources, without friends or influence he rose step by 
step by force of perseverance, integrity and inherent ability 
until he became a power in the commercial world, and a 
financier whose talents were recognized and honored not only 
in the marts of St. Louis and Chicago, but throughout the 
West, and even in the leading Eastern cities. Flis career was 
remarkable, not only in the brilliant success he attained, but 
in the fact that it was won not by speculation, but by rare 
business foresight and acumen, the ability to forecast the 
value of projected enterprises. He never failed in any of his 
business ventures, for the sufficient reason that,' guided by 
integrity of purpose, he never engaged in any project that was 
not honorable and for which . there was not a legitimate 
demand. Hi% business career was a series of unbroken suc¬ 
cesses, because his judgment was unerring, his energy unfailing 
and his will indomitable. But above all towered one supreme 
attribute, and that was character—the vital force that underlies 
all worthy accomplishment that commands honor and affec¬ 
tion, that is the basis of all enduring greatness, that lives and 
reigns when the earthly tabernacle is dissolved. This friend and 
brother, for he was that to all his townsmen, “sleeps the sleep 
that knows no waking," unresponsive to the tears of affection 
or the world’s acclaim, but his character lives immortal and 
indestructible, never more alive than to-day. Death can rob 
the world of the earthly tenement in which the great of all 
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ages acted their part, but its power stops there. It cannot 
rob us of the characters they built up. And this is true success, 
to create a character which shall be as immortal as the spirit 
itself. Mail}'’ men have lived, won riches and powei, have 
died and been buried, and that ended the chapter. Their suc¬ 
cess has been “as sounding brass or tinkling cymbal, and 
when the noise and the tumult ceased there was nothing left. 
They had failed to build up the one controlling element that 
Would have lived when they had passed away. But oui fiiend 
Was not in this categor 3 ^ He achieved great things in the 
World, but these alone are transitory and evanescent, his 
^cal success consisted in creating this vivifying essence we call 
character, that is satisfying and lasting. Men trusted him, 
believed in him, honored him. As an employe, in his early 
^'^'^a.nhood, he was trustworthy and capable ; as a merchant 
bis name was a synonym for integrit\^ as a manufacturer he 
held the confidence of the public; as a banker and financier 
nien relied upon his judgment—and he never fell short of the 
Reliance placed upon him. It is necessar\'^ that a man be 
true—not that he live." But there were many sides to this 
sterling- character of his. One of his most beautiful traits 
^^as his interest in and sympathy for young men. Doubtless 
tbe memory of his own early struggles was ever present with 
'lim. Many now prominent men could be named who owe 
^beir station in life to the kindly advice, the helping hand 
^^■^d the material aid of John E. Hayner. Doubtless one 
^^■^spiring cause of his generous benefactions to the library 
^^use was this sympathy with the welfare of young people. 
His own success, instead of inspiring- pride and arrogance, 
developed in him the desire to help others along the same 
^oad to high achievement, and he did this throughout his 
bfe. Quietly, unostentatiously, but continuously—none 
bnew of it but the recipients, and many there are who can 
testify that they owe all they are to his counsel, his aid and 
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the inspiration he g^ave them to rig:ht living-. His material 
charity was aboundingf and perennial. He sought out and 
relieved the poor and needy. He comforted the sorrowing. 
His benevolence was unfailing. No good cause ever appealed 
to him and found him unresponsive. The churches had in 
him a liberal and appreciative supporter. He did not wait 
solicitation but volunteered his aid wherever he saw need 
thereof. Ministers of the gospel found in him a generous, 
sympathetic friend, who appreciated the work to which their 
lives were dedicated. His personality was engaging. He had 
a pleasant smile and a genial greeting for all he met. Rich and 
poor received from him the same unfailing courtesy. He was 
always and everywhere the polished, unassuming gentleman. 

As a citizen he was ever on the side of justice and 
humanity. He loved the old Bluf¥ City and was interested in 
every project for its advancement. His many great enter' 
prises did much for its upbuilding and the maintenance of its 
financial prosperity. He had been a friend and helper of the 
public library from early manhood. Even amid the later 
cares and exactions of his busy career he was interested in 
this means of advancing culture among the people. It came 
about normally, then, that when the time came that he could 
look back upon a life of satisfying achievement the desire 
should come to him to share his prosperity with others; and in 
no way could this be better done than by providing for the 
literary advancement of his own and future generations. 
That the impulse should come to him, also, to dedicate the 
accomplished work to the memory of the companion who 
have been one with him in devotion to the same ideal, was an 
equally natural evolution. In ‘order that this desire to bring 
the people in contact with the teachings of the best writers 
of all ages might be realized, he built and presented to the 
Association, for use of the citizens of Alton, the splendid 
Hayner Memorial Library which is one of the ornaments of 
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the city. To perpetuate its work, he so gfenerousl}^ endowed 
it that it will be for all time a center of educational progress and 
culture, absolutely free of expense to the public. His heirs in 
fulfillment of his known wishes have added most liberally to 
the further development of the institution more than doubling 
Its capacity and endowment. 

Mr. Hayner was himself a constant reader of the best 
literature and his attainments were broadened by extended 
travels in this and foreign lands. He was thoroughly posted 
political and economic topics, and while pronounced in 
Ihs Own views he was tolerant of others. During the wai foi 
the Union he was most liberal in his contributions in aid of 
the soldiers in the field and the sick and wounded in hospitals. 
Was the friend of every man who wore the blue. He was 
ardent anti-slavery man and was interested for many 
years in the project of building a monument in memory of 

Elijah P. Lovejoy, and those who were connected with him 
forwarding that undertaking can testify that his generous 
^id at its inception and the impulse he gave the Association 
'^ere the mainsprings which eventuated in the beautiful and 
stately memorial to the first anti-slavery martyr which now 
Adorns the citv cemetery. And within its shadow he-lies at 

rest. \ • 

These few and inade'quate reminiscences of the life he 
!^^d among us, of his notable achievements, of his philan- 
^opic spirit, of the numberless acts of kindness and of love 
^hich crowned his days, are the chaplets his friends would 
^ipon his tomb. Unlike the roses and the lilies, the 
^Urel and the willow, they will not fade and die, but live on 
j^?d On, renewing their fragrance with every returning spring, 
^orning^ ever anew in the garden of our memories. 

^ ^ Iri this tribute the writer has spoken merely of the life of 
Hayner in its relation to the public, and it is, perhaps, 
^ete to pass the portals of his domestic life, but it was in 
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the home that his noble and inspiring: traits showed their j 
fullest fruition. His family had ever the first place in his f 
thoug-ht and affection, and the home-life is the inspiration of s 
all high endeavor. The public life radiates therefrom, and j 
is simply its reflection and wider expression. When the word J 
went forth that this noble spirit had passed away, the full 
sympathy of all hearts went out to the widow, bereft in the 
home he made beautiful for his loved ones, and to the absent 
daughter and her husband, in a far-off isle, to whom the 
tidings of a great sorrow were borne over the moaning sea. 

There is an old Persian admonition that has drifted down 
the ages. It reads : 

‘‘On parent knee, a helpless, new-born child, 

Weeping thou sat’st while all around thee smiled ; 

So live that, sinking on thy last long sleep, 

Thou then mayst smile while all around thee weep.” 

This is what our friend could do and this is why W^ 
mourn his loss and are desolate. 






































Fifty-Six Years of 
Service 


N RECORDING the annals of a public institu¬ 
tion that has served well the purpose of its 
organization, it is always of interest to revert 
to the initiatory steps towards its foundation. 
The “beginning of things,” as the term is 
used, has attached to it an interest of its own, 
something that no later success or expansion 
obliterate. We honor the originators of successful and 
''^neficent enterprises much as we honor the Pilgrim Fathers. 
°'^the pioneers of the border ; much as we honor John Harvard 
Elihu Yale, even when the commonwealths or the institu- 
^'ons they founded have expanded far beyond their brightest 
reams of future greatness. For this reason iwe look through 
: 'riists of over half a century to. the organization of our most 
^'pful and popular institution now known as the Jennie D. 

ayuej. Association. Originally it was the Alton 

^"'rary Association, then the Alton Public Library Society, 
later Alton Public Library Association. The inception 
of the association dates back to 1852. It unfor 
’•^^tely happens that the records of the first fourteen years of 
.’"stitution are missing, but from 1866, at which time the 
^ ®t>tution was reorganized, the records are complete. To 
the missing links, the writer has spent much time in 
the old files of local newspapers, and has found 
’«icient data to give a connected sketch of the first seven 
^ of its history, but for the next seven, which include the 
bg ' War period, no files were available, and the material at 
Is only sufficient to establish the fact that the organiza- 
’"oaintained continuously, but, like many other 1°*-^ 
in ^P^'ses, suffered from the general absorption of the public 
^ Sreat conflict which over-shadowed every other concern. 



9 

















































1 


To revert to tlie ‘^beginning' of things : ” On the 10^^ 
of December, 1852, the following card appeared in the Alto^ 
Daily Morning Courier: 

Citizens, Attention ! 

The citizens of Alton, who are in favor of estahlishi^i^ 
a circulating library and reading room, are requested to 
at the Common Council room, tomorrow (Saturday) eveiii^^^ 
next, 11th inst., for the purpose of adopting measures 
accomplish that object/’ 

No signatures were attached to the notice, but it is saf‘ 
to assume that certain citizens, whose names appear 
as officers of the association, were the authors of the call. 

The Courier of the following day contained a stroa? 
editorial article cordially endorsing the above call, setti^^» 
forth the advantages and benefits of such an institution, 
urging citizens to give the enterprise a generous support. 
meeting was held as called, and the following is the record 
the first meeting which appeared in the Courier of the 13th : j 

Public Meeting ! - 

“At a meeting of the citizens of Alton, called at 
Council room, Dec. 11th, for the purpose of organizing ^ 
reading room and library, on motion Dr. P. W. Rand'^ 
was called to the chair and Wm. PI. Turner appoint^^^ 
secretary. The chairman having stated the object of 
meeting, addresses were made by Messrs. Sawyer Wood-'i 
McMasters, Miller and Souther. On motion of Dr. JohnsO^’j 
it was 

Resolved, That a committee of three l^e appointed 
draft a constitution and by-laws to be presented for action 
a subsequent meeting. | 

The chair appointed Messrs. Johnson, McMasters aH**! 
Miller said committee. ! 


On motion it was further 

Resolved, That the chairman and secretary of this meet¬ 
ing l)c appointed to obtain a suitable place for holding: the 


iiext meeting. 

On motion of W. T. Miller the proceedings of the meet¬ 
ing were ordered pulilished in the Co^irier and Telegraph. 

On motion adjourned to meet next Saturday evening. 

P. W. Randle, Chairmaji, 

W. H. Turner, Secretajy.” 

On Saturday, Dec. 18, the commented editor- 

ially on the above proceedings, and hoped to see a ceep anc 
^'^tive interest in the project and a full attendance at the 
adjourned meeting. The Weekly Telegraph, also, m its issue 

Dec. 17th, gave the new enterprise a half column ot 
favorable comment, and urged the citizens to turn out to t le 
fleeting. The Cotirier of the 21st inst. contained the proceecl- 
of the adjourned meeting, from which we learn that the 
'Committee on constitution and by-laws presented a ’ 

'^iiich was taken up for adoption, article by article, and all 
"’ere adopted. Dr. Randle was absent from this meeting 
Dr. Skillman presided. 


On motion of Mr. Miller, nine commissioners were 
appointed to obtain subscriptions for stock m the library 
as follows: J. R. Woods, W. T. Miller, G. B. Infrsoll, 
Dr. L. Metcalf, J. J- Mitchell, Thos. R. Wallace, 
G. Wolford, John Atwood and Peter Gutzweiler. Messrs. 
T. Miller, Norton Johnson and Charles Trumbull were 
appointed to procure a suitable room for tbe association s 
Use. 

, The constitution seems never to have been published 
fience particulars of the plan of organization are lacking, bu 
is plain from later references thereto that the associa ion 
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each, and that the official name adopted was “The Alton 
Library Association.’' 

The Alton Telegraph of Dec. 20th thus commented on the 
above meeting* : 

‘‘The Alton Library Association completed its org-aniza- 
tion Saturday evening: by adopting* a constitution, and a very 
liberal beg:inning: was made towards subscriptions to its stock. 
The number and intellig*ence of the g:entlemen who have 
taken hold of this enterprise g*ive assurance that it will be 
carried successfully forward.” 

The Coitrier of the 28th has this comment on the progress 
being made: 

We are glad to see that the Alton Library Association 
project is going right ahead. Over $500 are already sub¬ 
scribed as capital stock. We hope the people will not stop 
short of $1,000. Let every man in this community who has 

the public good at heart, at least sign for one share of stock, i 
$5.00.” 

At the adjourned meeting of the stockholders, Dec. 28th, j 
at the Council room, the chairman was absent, and Mr. A. G. 
Wolford was called to preside, W. H. Turner, secretary. : 
The commissioners reported, through Dr. Metcalf, that 141 ! 
shares of stock had been taken. The meeting adjourned to ' 
Saturday, Jan. 1, 1853, “at which time,” the report continued, | 
the officers for the ensuing year will be elected.” ! 

The Telegraph, in commenting on the meeting of the 
28th, said : 

The Alton Library Association is designed to be, not 
a mere ephemeral affair which will speedily die out, but a 
permanent institution of our city, which will every year 
increase in means and usefulness.” 

At the adjourned meeting: of stockholders, held Saturday, 
Jan. 1st, 1853, at Council room, Mr. A. G. Wolford presided. 
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On motion of W. T. Miller the meeting: proceeded to the 
election of officers for the ensuing: year as follows; 1 resi¬ 

dent, P. W. Randle ; Vice-President, Isaac Scarntt; oi- 
responding Secretary, Norton Johnson; 
tary, W. H. Turner; Treasurer, W. T. Miller, Duec o , 

A. G. Wolford, A. S. Barry, L. S. Metcalf, Harvey Burnett, 

S. W. Robbins. 

Thus the date of the permanent orgranization of the 
association is fixed at Jan. 1, 1853, the previous meetings 
all being preliminary, the first meeting to considei the mattei 
'ieing held on Dec. 11th. It is therefore optional with t le 
association to consider Dec. 11th, 1852, as its anniversary, 
or Jan. 1, 1853. 

The next we hear of the association is the following caid 
Published in the Cozirier of Jan. 10th: The 

Directors of the Alton Library Association are hereby notified 
to meet at the office of Drs. Randle & Metcalf, Saturday 

evening, the 11th, at 7 o’clock. W. H- Turner, 

Secretary'■ 

At this meeting of the directors “active and spirited plans 
Were adopted for the immediate usefulness of the institution. 

Following this a period of inaction seems to 
for the Cotcrier of Feb. 18th plaintively inquires : What lias 

become of our new Library Association?” But on the 
23 d it responded to its own inquiry as below : 

“The Board of Directors of the Library Association has 
rented the upper story of one of Bowman & Johnson’s new 
buildings on Third street, rent free for one year, the associa¬ 
tion to be at the expense of putting in partitions, etc. a a 
iogues of books are being made up wherefrom to select to the 
Puiiiber of several hundred volumes. The shelving and cases 
are being fitted up, and it is hoped that 1,000 volumes, at 
frk rommeiice with. The president o 
























the association, Dr. Randle, and the directors, are confident 
and sanguine of success. They have secured the services of 
H. G. M’Pike, Esq., to collect the subscriptions, obtain more 
stock, solicit donations of books and transact other business 
of the association. An institution of this description will 
prove a great blessing to the people, and particularly to the 
young men of the city. At present there is no place in Alton 
beyond a store, bar-room or oyster cellar where our young 
men can congregate and spend their time profitably, but now 
we look forward to a better state of things. The library will 
be open to stockholders in a few days.” 

On kdarch 7th the 077^^2^^ announced i We are informed 
that the library rooms are now ready for the use of the mem¬ 
bers of the association, and will be thrown open this evening- 
A quantity of books are already secured, and a large lot of 
standard works are now being procured in the East. ' This is 
cheering news.” 

Thus the date of the formal opening of the library is 
established as March 7, 1853. 

Although a suggestion of the Coicrie^- relative to a course 
of lectures by Wm. M. Thackeray, the English novelist, 
who was then in this country, was not acted on, the 
directors secured the services of Prof. Woodward, of St. Louis, 
or a series of thirteen lectures during the winter on philo- 
sMncal and scientific subjects, to be delivered one each week- 
These lectures,” the Courier assumed, “would open the way 
to further usefulness on the part of the association. We pre¬ 
dict that this institution will soon become one of the chief 
benefits and ornaments of the city.” 

This first lecture under the auspices of the association 
was delivered at its hall. May 11th, 1853. The editor of the 
Cmirier was debarred from the pleasure of attending (perhaps 
there were no free tickets), but understood that the attend¬ 
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ance was good considering the unfavorable state of the weather. 
Up to that time 150 season tickets had been sold. ^^ The first 
lecture by Prof. Woodward, on May 11th, was on “The Con¬ 
stitution of Matter” ; the second, a week later, on Light. 
“This lecture passed off fine. There were a great number of 
ladies present and Prof. Woodward said he could lecture better 
when such was the case.” Possibly the world hasn’t changed 
any in the last fifty years. How the learned professor would 
have soared had he dipped into the future and beheld not only 
the lecture course but the entire Library Association under the 
direction of ladies. This date. May 11th, 1853, is anothei anni¬ 
versary to be fixed in the calendar of the association, commem¬ 
orating the first lecture delivered before it. The Courier re- 
Ported, later, that over 200 tickets had been sold for the course 
and concludes that “for this very desirable state of things, 
Ur. P. W. Randle, the whole-souled President of the associ¬ 
ation, and his associate officers, should have the praise.” 

On Sept. 28th the librarian, Utten Smith, announced 
that “a new addition of valuable works is now placed at the 
disposal of the members of the Alton Library Association. 
On Oct. 8th the Courier ^ditovxaWy advocated the organization 
*^f a literary society in connection with the association and 
Prged the officers, also, to arrange for another course of 
lectures for the ensuing winter. 

From a notice published Oct. 22nd it appears that the 
library had been moved to new quarters, “over William Nix¬ 
on’s store on Third street, opposite the Plank road,” (now 
Uelle street). The course of lectures above suggested for the 
association’s second course, was arranged, opening Dec. 22nd. 
Among the speakers announced as secured were the follow¬ 
ing: Dr. Pope, Rev. W. G. Eliot, Rev. S. G. Gassaway, of 
St. Louis; Rev. J. B. Sturtevant, Prof. J. B. Turner, Rev. L. 
hi. Glover, of Jacksonville; Rev. L. Grosvenor, of Jersey- 
ville; Rev. D. Dimond, of Collinsville; Dr. Samuel Adams, 























of ; Rev. W. D. Haley and Rev. A. T. Norton, of ' 

Alton; Dr. John James, of Upper Alton. One of these lec- ’ 
tures, that by Mr. Glover, treating of “Public Libraries, Their 
History, Uses and Moral Power,” seems to have given a 
special stimulus to the work of the association. Dr. James’ j 
lecture on “The Probable Fate of Sir John Franklin”, the ill- 
starred Arctic explorer, still lingers in the memory of old | 
residents. Dr. James advanced the theory that the earth is a j 
hollow sphere open at each pole; within this sphere is a habi- : 
table region; that Franklin had been drawn into an arctic i 
current flowing into the opening at the North Pole and would 
be found within the earth at no distant time. His theory 
was in accord with that of John Cleves Symmes, of “Symmes’ 
Hole fame, and though novel and captivating has not been | 
confirmed by later explorations. Rev. Mr. Gassaway, of ' 
whose address I find no record, was killed Feb. 16th, 1854, 
by the explosion of the Alton packet, Kate Kearney,’ at St. 
Louis levee. 

The first annual meeting of the association was held in its 
lecture room on Dec. 5th, 1853, Rev. S. Y. McMasters presided. 
Art. 15 of the constitution was amended to read: “Each 
share of stock shall be taxed at least one dollar per annum.” 
Art. 17 was so amended as to provide for a lyceum composed 
of the stock holders of the association. The following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year, 1854: President, Isaac 
carntt; Vice President, A. S. Barry; Cor. Secretary, Norton 
Joinson; Rec. Secretary, W. H. Turner; Treasurer S W 
Robbins. Directors, P. W. Randle, A. G. Wolford S y’ 
McMasters, W. D. Haley, J. L. Blair. I find no record of 
the next annual meeting, or of the officers elected, save a 
reference to the fact that Isaac Scarritt was still President 
early m 1855 and W. li. Turney Secretary, indicating that 
they were re-elected. 
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The Courier of April 26, 1855, contains the following 
article which so clearly outlines the work and progress of the 
association that the greater part of it is here reproduced. 

“The Alton Library Association is steadily enlarging its 
licld of operations and acc|uiring the means necessai y to inci ease 
: its usefulness. It has recently received a new supply of 
'valuable books, including the works of Burke, DeQuincy. 
Chambers, Lamartine, Cooper, Bulwer, Edgeworth, the 
^ i^ritish Poets, and books for the juveniles. Much care has 

' l^een exercised in selecting the most useful as well as mterest- 
"tg matter. The importance of the library association, and 
its influence, present and prospective, upon our city, 
though regarded with decided favor, are not, we kar, 
Properly appreciated by our citizens. Many of our wisest 
and best citizens have labored earnestly and contributed 
jiberally, to collect the wisdom of the past and of the present 
a library composed of such books as will at the same time 
®'io\v the deformities of vice and the rewards of virtue. If 
Parents and guardians would encourage this good object as 
I'ley ought, the library would soon be the chief place of resort 
the youth of our city. The fountains of vice and cor- 
^PPtion would be dried up, and good order, intelligence an 
refinement would be characteristics of our people. 


The third annual meeting of the stockholders of the 
J^^ociation was held in the library rooms Oct. 27, 1 
Scarritt, President, was in the chair, W. • 
^^cretary. The President submitted his annual report which 
Wac ... rr _ _.... tor the 

approved. 

^Psui, 


irresioeiiL suuiinn-^vi liio — 
approved. The following officers were elected for the 
"*'®tiing year: President, W. D. Haley; Vice President, Isaac 
jJ^^rritt; Cor. Secretary, A. S. Barry; Rec. ^ ■ 

^ Pike; Treasurer, J. M. Pearson. Directory S. Y- ^ 

John W. Calvin, W. T. Miller, Chas. Trumbull, A. G. 
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There seems to have been no course of lectures in the 
winter of 1856-7, at least the writer finds no record thereof, 
but he has no file of the latter part of the year 1856 and hence 
no record of the annual meeting’ and election of officers. 

At the annual meeting: held Nov. 28th, 1857, B. F. 
Barry presided in the absence of the President. The annual 
report of the librarian showed that liberal donations of books 
had been made to the library by ITon. Lyman Trumbull; 
that there had been an increase of 12 shareholders during: the 
year; that the number of books taken out by readers was 1197, 
an increase of 310 volumes over the previous year; that the 
whole number of books on the shelves of the library was 1026. 
The constitution was amended to read: ‘‘That persons who 
are not stockholders may receive books from the library 
under such reg-ulations as the directors may adopt.'" The 
association was reported out of debt save a small balance due 
the librarian. 

The following: officers were elected for the ensuing: year: 
President, John M. Pearson; Vice President, R. T. Underhill; 
Cor. Secretary, J. W. Stewart; Rec. Secretary, Charles Trum¬ 
bull; Treasurer, W. C. Quig:ley; Librarian, Utten Smith. 
Directors, Louis Souther, C. M. Crandall, U. Smith, John 
Buckmaster, P. Pickard. 

It will be noted that the amendment of the constitution, 
noted above, was an important step forward in extending 
the scope and privileg:es of the association, making: it, in fact, 
a public library instead of one confined to the use of the 
stockholders. 

The association again entered the lecture field during- the 
winter of 1857-8 and arranged for a full course, opening- with 
one by John G. Saxe, the famous poet-editor, on Dec. 22d, 
“on which occasion the ladies were larg:ely represented."' 
Other lecturers during: the season were: Hon. W. H. Hern¬ 
don, of Spring:field, Lincoln"s law partner and subsequent 
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biographer; Rev. J. G. Forman, Rev. S. Y. McMasters, 
Geo. S. Kellenberger, of Alton; Robt. P. Hamilton, of 
St. Louis; Flon. VV. C. Flagg, of Moro ; W. P. Jones, on 
“The Legend of the Piasa Bird.” Rev. John Pierpont, the 
Boston poet, gave two readings from his poems, March 9th 
and 11th, 1858, before the society. During this winter on 
Jan. 11th, the Alton Literary Society, an offspring of the 
association, was organized with John M. Pearson as Presi¬ 
dent ; H. G. M’Pike, Secretary, and R. P. Tansey, Treasurer. 

The following season, 1858-9, the association gave 
another course of twelve lectures under the direction of its com- 
niittee, which consisted of J. M. Pearson, J. W. Stewart and 
J- M. Stanton. The course opened with three lectures by 
Rev. Flenry Giles, “the noted divine, scholar, author and 
thinker.” Other lecturers were: Rev. C. H. Taylor and 
Prof. E. Marsh, of Alton ; Rev. Dr. R. Baird, the famous 
traveler; Hon. Tiros. Dimrnock and Rev. J. G. Forman, of 
Alton ; Hon. Geo. D. Prentice, of Louisville; Hon. George 
Sumner, of Boston. 

The Alton City Directory of 1858 contains the following 
I'eference : 

“The Alton Library Association, located on Third street, 
'vas founded six years agfo, in 1852, by means of subsciiptions 
^nd shares, the holders of which are the stockholders of the 
association. The library contains many valuable books on 
modern and ancient history, biog:raphy, travels, natural his- 
poetry, arts, sciences, relig:ion and politics. Teims, 
$5.00 per share and $1.00 per annum assessment. The present 
dumber of volumes on the shelves is 1,020, the value of which 
is $1,000. The library is open Saturdays from 4 to 8 p.m., 
i^tit any shareholder can be oblig:ed on any day in the wee ' y 
applying- to the librarian at his office. 

In the list of books it will be noticed that no mention is 
made of works of fiction. Those were evidently serious times. 
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In March, 1859, the Association and the Alton Literary 
Society removed to the hall on second floor of the Davis 
building-, also on Third street, ‘The hall to be occupied on 
Monday eveningfs by the Literal*}^ society and on Saturday ’ 
eveningfs by the Library association.’’ At the time of the j 
removal J. H. Underwood was President and. Loren Kent, i 
■ ecretary of the Literary society. Mr. Kent was sub- j 
equently Colonel of the 29th Reg*. Ills. Inft. and a brevet j 
Brig;-adier General. 

The librarian, Utten Smith, in giving notice that the | 
library would be closed on March 5th, as the shelves were not 1 
ready for the books in the new hall, added : “All persons ; 
will please look over their books and see if they have any 
belonging to the library, as many books are missing.” 

The writer finds in these old newspaper files many j 
allusions to various gatherings held in the library rooms fof 
social, intellectual and charitable purposes. The association ^ 
not only responded to the needs of the community foi‘ 
good literature, but maintained a literary society, supported 
lecture courses, and strove in divers ways to advance th^ 
higher interests of the people. Its public dinners or supperS) 
in aid of the library fund, were always a social as well as an 
epicurean success, thanks to the ladies. Hon. Jno. M' 
Pearson tells of a dinner, given about 1854, in a new building 
on State street, when a score of roast turkeys and dozens of 
chickens formed a part of the menu. He recalls that Gains 
Paddock and himself were pressed into the service, and spent 
the afternoon carving turkeys. The dinner was a financial 
success, netting $600 for the library. 

From the year 1859 to 1866 the Library Association had ^ 
a checkered career. Hon. Jno. M. Pearson was elected presi" 
dent in November, 1857. According to his recollection, he 
continued to serve, with sundry other officers chosen at the 
same time, year after year, without any election being held 
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for their successors. Tlie reason was this. The public 
interest in the library was superceded, first, by the g-ieat 
political contest of 1860, then by the war for the Union which 
followed. The reading: of the daily newspapers took the 
place of that of books, while political speeches and patriotic 
appeals crowded literary debates and lecture courses off the 
stage. No literature was in demand save that bearing: on the 
S^reat conflict. During the entire war Alton was a military post 
Oil the border, occupied bj' a large force. Many of the books 
®f the library, drawn out by the soldiers, neyei found tieir 
"'ay back to the shelves, but they fulfilled a high mission in 
relieving the tedium of garrison life and afforded hundiecs o 
young volunteers opportunities for instruction which they liac 
sacrificed when they left their homes to answer the call to 
ariiis. No more needful work was done than that achieved 
*^y the association in this way. But during this peiiod tie 
’^'■ganization itself languished. Between drum beats and lieait 
f^cats there was little thought given to measures for its advance- 
I'^ciit^ and few were left to do the work. Many of its sliaie 
holders and patrons were in the field ; others weie occupiec 
patriotic duties at home. The ladies were busy holding 
^'rs and festivals in aid of the sanitary commission ; scraping 
'"f for wounded soldiers and attending to the wants of Bie 
in the hospitals. The Women’s Union League, of winch 
H. S. Mathews, one of the association’s present directois, 
'"as the President, absorbed tbe time of the ladies. Old set- 
cis recall the great fair in the City Hall, at which Gen. ose 
was present, held under the auspices of the League, a 
"'Pich $3,000 were raised for the sanitary commission. Intlia 
^reat crisis libraries and lecture courses had to abide then time. 


.. In the fall of 1862 the library was removed from its Third 
, ^ct home to a room on Short street, where j 

. an office and where a Mr. Leech and Mr J- T. - 

Pok-keepers for the Godfrey estate, acte , m ui , 
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librarians, gfratuitously, wlien any one called for books, tbe 
rooms not beingf then opened at reg-ular times. These sjentle- 
men must have succeeded Mr. Utten Smith, the faithful 
hbrarian from the beg-inningf, whose death in 1863 was pre¬ 
ceded by a long illness. The assessments due from share¬ 
holders remained unpaid and the organization was practically 
dormant. But the library and other property continued to 
be cared for by such officials as Mr. Pearson, Mr. John Buck- 
master, Mr. James W. Stewart, and others who remained. 
Mr. Pearson s recollection is that the last person who acted 
as Secretary was Mr. Julius Leech, son of the gentleman 
named above. During this period, while many books drawn 
out were never returned, as stated, still donations of books 
were occasionally received which kept up the number so that, 
although the association had no money with which to buy 
new publications, there were, at the close of the war, almost 

as many volumes on the shelves as in the days of the associ¬ 
ation s prosperity. 


But now we come to a new era in the history of an insti 
tution which had accomplished much for the public goo< 
through years of prosperity and years of adversity. And tin 
renaissance came about in this way; In the latter part o 
1865 certain persons in Quincy who were organizing, or hac 
orgamzed, a similar society there, hearing of the condition o 
the library here, made an offer to purchase the books am 
remove tiem to that city. This becoming known arousec 
ocaUnterest again in the affairs of the association. It wa: 
felt that It would be a public calamity to have the librar 
removed. An effort was at once made for the resuscitatioJ 
of the association. Foremost in this work were Mrs T T 

who at Pwblic-spiritecl ladies 

who at once took steps to interest city officials and citizen; 

general y in the matjer. They found ready helpers in Mayo 
Edward Hollister and others. Their efforts resulted in arrange 


nients being made for the purchase of the libxaiy foi its 
indebtedness, which amounted to some $165. The story of 
this transaction is best told in a memorandum prepared for 
the re-organized institution by Messrs. John Fitch, the Secre¬ 
tary, and Mr. R. W. Atwood, at the request of the directors. 
It prefaces the present records of the association, and reads as 

follows : 


“The Alton Library Association, an iinchartered jomt 
stock companjs was originated in this city in the jear 18 
Several hundred copies of valuable books weie donatec 
Purchased by that association. Its success was quite flattenng 
for several years, but, by removal of many of its eai } m^ 
I’ers, by inattention of others and, finally, by the excitement o 
tile war of the rebellion, it fell into disuse. For about three 
years of its latter course, its doors were unopened to the PUU‘'e> 
=Uid' the books received no proper care and attention. In 186 , 
^'ebts accumulated against said association threatened to 
swallow up the library and the society advertised the library 
and appurtenances for sale to pay debts. The ladies of Alton 
'vere aroused at this notice and by vigorous action raised a 
fund to purchase and maintain the library under new auspices. 
At said public sale they were represented by Hon. E. Hol- 
fister, the then Mayor of the City of Alton, and purchased 
file library in accordance with the following bill of sale and 
'vhich is the original instrument in the premises ; 

"Knozv all vieii by Ihese presents. That the undersigned 
committee, appointed by the Alton Library Association, in 
Pursuance of the authority vested in us by said association, 
have this day sold, at public auction, the library belonging o 
^aid association unto Mrs. Caroline Mitchell an 
Catherine Barry, at and for the sum of $165.00, they being 
the highest bidders therefor, and we do, by these presen s, 
^leliver unto them possession of said libraiy. 

It is also understood and agreed between us anc t le 
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aforesaid parties, that said librarj' is to be retained and main¬ 
tained m tlie City of Alton as a public library forever. 

Witness our hands this 28th day of February, A. D. 1866. 
(Signed) Peakson, 

A. G. Wolford, 

John Fitch, 

Committee.” 

According: to the recollection of Mr. Pearson the library 
was bid in for the amount of the indebtedness then out' 
standing:. Included in this, he says, was the sum of $121.00 
due Mr. John E. Hayner for rent of rooms. This sun' 
Mr. Hayner g:enerously donated to the new organization, 
lus early inaugurating the munificent benefactions whid' 
subsequently reached such full fruition in the splendid edifice 
in of his philanthropic interest 

of "" "'“■■''"I al'ove. tlie evcniii« 

tl,« imp.,! f ,1"”' "“"'"S '’'I'l in Mercantile Hall i« 

MaCr E H I ne-establishinent of the library- 

Mayor E Ho Itster presided; Messrs. M. H. Topping an<l 

Lretafv Jh nnd John Atwood, Esq- 

the obie:, ■ ■' '■'"'“‘i'® iiy vnrjotis gentlemen In favor oi 

follotmg officr: “ nl«cti„g tlF 

Levi dIhs' s; Vice-President, Ho»- 

^e°rfen, t'’berow"“"(^esdm;es"jl mTH? 'f “ 

E. Hollister, A. Sweet I T i'-n S' 

Guernsey; Messrs M H^t”’ “"fi Miss Fanny 

■ Dimmock R p T 1°™'”^. R- W. Atwood, Thos. 

^.mmock, R. P. Tansey, C. A. Murray and Wm. Eliot 

Mr. John W. Ash, having volunteered to art .> ri 
gratis, the ensuing year, his offer was gratH^ny acLplT 
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At this meeting^ the sum of $300 was raised for the pur¬ 
chase of new books and a committee of ladies appointed to 
canvass the city for further funds. 

It appears that previous to this meeting- the northwest 
corner room, second floor of City Building, had been secured 
for library use and the books were removed thither. The first 
meeting of the directors was held in this room, March 2d, 
1866. At a subsequent meeting, held March 10th, a report 
the committee on Constitution and By-laws was accepted 
'^ith sundry amendments. In the original organization 
t^mnibership was limited to shareholders, the shares being 
$5.00 each and subject to an annual assessment of $1.00. 
"f^he new constitution abolished the share featuie and extended 
^^mmbership to any citizen of Alton paying two dollars per 
year. 

At the meeting, Oct. 6th, Mr. John Fitch resigned as 
^^cretary, owing to removal from the city, and Mr. John v\ . 

was elected to the vacancy. A winter course of lectures 
""as arranged hy a committee, of which Mr. R. W. Atwooc 
chairman. The social feature was not neglected, and 
Nov. 4th Mesdames Barry and Mitchell were appointed 
committee to arrange for a library party or ball. Tiis 
festive g-athering took place later and inaugurated many other 
functions in the years following. 

. At the annual meeting March 23d, 1867, Hon Robt. 
^'iiith retired as President and was awarded a vote of than -.s 
liis services. Mr. Smith, it may be remarked m passing, 
a member of Congress for four terms, prior to the w^ 
J's last term expiring in 1859. At this meeting C^pt. t- 
^iHster was elected President; Win. Eliot Smith, Vice- 
^'csident; J. W. Ash, Secretary and Librarian an • • 

popping, Treasurer. At the annual election, Marc i 
the same officers were re-elected. 
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UNDER THE NEW REGIME. 

During- the next few months the interest in the society 
was evidently waning-, although its financial condition con¬ 
tinued good. The masculine directors, apparently, lost 
interest and the directors’ meetings were irregular and slinilv 
attended. It became evident that the future of the society 
rested with the lady directors—in which view the gentlemen 
seemed to fully coincide. The records are silent as to the 
causes leading to the ‘change of management, but at the 
annual meeting for 1869, held June 5th, only seven of the 
twelve directors were present, five ladies and two gentlemen. 
At this meeting the following revolutionary resolution was 
passed: 

Resolved, That the constitution be so amended that the 
Board of Directors shall consist of all ladies.” 

As there was just a quorum in session it is evident that 
the gentlemen must have voted for the amendment which 
reduced them to the ranks. A full board of lady directors 
was immediately selected as follows: MesdamesJ. J. Mitchell. 
E. Hollister, A. S. Barry, H. W. Billings, N. Hanson, J. H- 
Hibbard, L. O. Kendall, W. T. Miller, R. G. Perley, J. W- 
Schweppe and P. B. Whipple. Mrs. Mitchell was elected 
President; Mrs. Hollister, Vice President; Miss G. Paddock? 
Secretary and Treasurer, and Miss M. J. Louden, Librarian* 

The ladies assumed their responsibilities with the resolU' 
tion to make the society a success. At a called meeting- held 
July 2nd, Mrs. Mitchell presided and only ladies were present, 
except Mr. M. H. Topping, the retiring treasurer, who acted 
as secretary pro. tern, and made the last entry on the record 
book over a masculine signature. 

Heretofore the history of the society has been given, 
much in detail, owing to the fact that up to 1866 the official 
records, such as had been kept, were missing, and it seemed 
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necessary to give the annals, collected from other sources as 
fully as possible to supply the missing links, but from 1869 
onward it is designed to give only a running sketch o le 
operations of the society, as the records kept since the reor¬ 
ganization are complete and available. Under t-le new 
management the library prospered from the stait. le acies 
e.Khibited great interest in their voluntary work or t _ ^ 
of the public, and their management of affairs was admiia e. 
For a period of twenty-two years under their contro le 
society was without a home of its own, and was repeated y 
subject to the expense of removals and fitting up new quarters. 
But, although the receipts from membership fees averaged 
only about 25 percent of the amount required to maintain 
the work of the society, still they never ran in debt and at 
every annual meeting the receipts showed a handsome balanc 
'u the treasury. Expenses were carefully guarcec an - 
surplus amount was immediately put out at interest m 
that it might be earning money. For instance, at the close 
of the first year, tinder the ladies’ excellent management, t 
«.m drawing interest bad increased to $480. Constant addi¬ 
tions were made to the books on the shelves ^ “ 

the cash available, and not .only that bnt the 
tempi,lonsly carelul as to the character of 'I« 
added, no book that might eaert a pern,con ° 

the reader being admitted. At the close 'h« 

1876 there were 3.500 books on the shelves, and the Pr 
dent’reported the library more flourishing than ever. 

With so small an income from the 
inclnded all patrons of the library, it. was remai-kable that so 
high a financial standing could have been tnam.a.n d How 
did they do it ? In the first place they 

1 part of their mission not only to provide ' 

tire for th. people by supplying them with h.gh-8-ade 
_ • pntertainnieiit aucl recrea 


f«i—1._ 
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tion and to contribute to the social life of the city. So enter¬ 
tainments of various kinds in the interest of the library 
became regfular features of the winter season. These included 
lectures, dramas, old folks’concerts, calico and Dolly Varden 
parties. Naiad Queen, wax works, jubilee sing’ers, suppers 
and fairs. These entertainments were by both amateurs and 
professionals. Many lecturers of national reputation appeared 
before Alton audiences, under the auspices of the society, 
including: such celebrities as Jno. G. Saxe, Horace Greeley, 
Theodore Tilton, Georg:e Alfred Townsend, J. G. Holland, 
Anna Dickinson, T. W. Hig:g:inson, Moses Coit Tyler, 
Schuyler Colfax, Jehu Baker and others, tog-ether with local 
clergfymen. The lectures were not always directly remuner' 
ative, but they served a g-ood purpose in keeping* the 
interests of the society before the public. The ladies did not 
spare themselves. The office of director was no sinecure. At 
every monthly meeting ways and means of raising* funds were 
discussed and devised. At one period they held annual sales 
and suppers, which proved more remunerative than othef 
means of raising* funds and were given the preference. Th^ 
ladies met at the homes of the directors in turn, the time not 
needed for business being employed in making articles of 
or beauty for the fairs, suitable for the holiday season. At 
these meetings each director paid five cents, and any director 
bringing her own work was fined ten cents. Absence fro^ 
a regular meeting, without good excuse sent in advance, sub' 
jected a member to a fine of twenty-five cents. Discipline, it 
seems, is necessary even in philanthropic work, and the ladi^^ 
were severe with themselves. 

The continuous additions made to the library soon causetl 
the library room to become too crowded to display th^ 
books properly or to accommodate the patrons. Th^ 
ladies finally petitioned the City Council to provide larged 
accommodations for library purposes, and on the 3rJ 


of April, 1871, Alderman A. S. Haskell introduced a 
resolution in the City Council granting: the use of the 
former market room in the City Building to the Library 
Society for a term of five years, free of rent. The resolution 
passed by a majority vote. The room leased was large, airy and 
well adapted to the purpose, and the acUon of the council 
at once put the society on a firmer footing and enlarged its 
Opportunities for usefulness. On jMaj' 18th, 18 , t 
directors received the new room from the contractor and 
held a public reception in the evening. A paper pre¬ 
pared by the president was read by Mayor J. T. Drum- 
^iiond which gave a resume of the condition of the ssocia 
Xtion, its needs and resources, and presented the thanks ot t le 
^directors to generous friends for timely donations of ftirmsh- 
^ings and decorations for the new hall. 

At the annual meeting, June 9th, the work of the - 
^Association was systematized by the appointment of standing 
committees, and the allotment of directors to visit the rooms 
in turn, each Saturday, to greet the patrons and keep m touch 

With the membership. i n 

At the annual meeting for 1873, Mrs. Mitchell, 
having removed to St. Louis, sent in hei resigna¬ 
tion as President, but expressed her unabated interest m 
the library and willingness to remain on the directorate 
The resignation was accepted with regret, Mrs. Mitchel 
having filled the office with signal ability for foiii years. 
Mrs. E. Hollister was chosen as her successor. f 

At this meeting Mrs. J. P. Laird was elected a d>i-ectoi. 
The date is memorable, from the fact that it mai'e 
advent into the councils of the Board of the present admirable 
President, whose connection therewith consequen y cov 
over thirty-five years of continuous service, a record o 
gratuitous devotion to the public weal pro a y 
the country. At this meeting, Mrs. A. S. Haskell, the Vice 
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President, made the practical siig-g:estion that ‘'a few new I 
books of current literature added monthly would keep up f 
public interest better than larg-e purchases once or twice a.; 
year,’’ a sug^g^estion that has been followed ever since with 
good results. The financial panic of 1873-4 affected the 
society unfavorably, and the usual lectures and entertain- | 
ments were suspended. During: the following: winter the | 
funds of the society were running- low and Mrs. F. K. Nichols, ' 
a director, received the thanks of the board for collecting: 
$78.00 by personal solicitation. But notwithstanding- the 
hard times the g:ood manag-ement of the society kept a fait 
balance on the right side of the ledger. 

At the annual meeting, June 17, 1875, Mrs. Hollister^ 
resigned as President, the board expressing regret at losing 
the services of so efficient an officer, and Mrs. R. G. Perley^^ 
who had served acceptably as Secretary, was chosen her suc¬ 
cessor. It was decided to inaugurate a young people’^ 
literary society under the auspices of the board. In the 
fall of 1875, the City Council having decided to lease 
the library room for the Post Office, the directors 
petitioned the council to provide other quarters fo^ 
the library, and the northeast corner room, on the firsf 
floor of the City Building was offered, and library remove^^l 
thereto. Fitting up this room involved an expense of $300, 
but the work was done and a reading room also included, ^ 
special fund of $400 being raised for the purpose. The 
reading room was opened April 10, 1876. It was kept opei^ 
every evening and on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons^ 
and for a time in the morning, also. It averaged about 200 
readers, monthly, but proved a clog on the society, and w^s 
Anally closed in the fall of 1880. 

The winter of 1878-9 proved a trying one for the assO' 
ciation. In January there was a disastrous fire in the City 
Building. The books and fixtures of the library were Inn'" 
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rieclly removed to a room on Market street, and the horary 
was practically closed for several weeks pending repairs to 
the room, which were not completed until April, when the 
library was formally reopened. The association experienced 
considerable loss by the fire, but received, $130.80 insurance 
for missing books and damages to furniture and shelving. 

From Feb. 4th, 1879, to April 6th, 1880, Mrs. A. T. 
Hawley, the Vice-President, acted as Presidentin the 
absence of Mrs. Perley, and again as President in the fall of 
1885. i: ■ * 


At the annual meeting June 7,1880, Miss Florence Dolbee 
Was elected Librarian,'a position she is still filling wit i grea 
credit and to the satisfaction of the public. ^ 

The annual meeting in June, 1882. was notable for the 
election of Mrs. Laird for President, Mrs. Perley, who had 
served several years with remarkable ability, resignmg to go 
abroad. It mav be remarked in passing that Mrs. er ey is 
is the author of “From Timber to Town,” a novel of pioneer 
life. She enjoys the distinction of preserving from ob ivion 
the quaint dialect of southern Illinois and crystahzmg it into 
literature. . 

At the December meeting, 1884, a financial extremity 
seemed impending and “all agreed that money for ^ 
support of the library must come from somewhere. It ua 
even discussed “whether it would be wise to ask or Jhe city 
receipts from dog tax, supposing the council to be favorable 

to the library.” But, although this suggestion indicated tha 

the people in general were not giving the hbraiy p P 
support a local paper of that year said:, The.Library ss^- 
ciation is a great public benefit and is cone uc ec ” 

efficient and business-like manner. Tie peop e^ pr>n 

under real obligations to the public-spinted ladies who con- 
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stitute the Association for their able and valuable service 
rendered g^ratuitously for the benefit of our citizens/’ But it 
took more than compliments to keep the exchequer in 
g:ood condition. Still affairs improved later on, and 
the annual report in June, 1886, showed amount received 
from subscriptions, $338.90, a g:ratifying: increase; from enter¬ 
tainments, $325.80; balance on hand, $441.57. 

A valued director, Mrs. C. M. Crandall, removing: to 
California in the fall of 1887, the directors presented her 
with a breastpin as a token of esteem. 

The winter of 1887-8 the desirability of obtaining: neW 
quarters for the library was obtrusively apparent. To carry 
on the work of the Association properly a permanent honic 
was essential, a building: of its own especially adapted to 
library purposes. In furtherance of this object it was 
announced, at the January meeting:, that Mr. Jno. E. Haynei* 
would g:ive the sum of $500 for building: purposes providing 
$4,500 was raised otherwise. Mrs. C. L. Wrig:ht and Mrs- 
O. S. Stowell offered to g:ive a desirable lot on Belle street 
if the association would erect a building: thereon for library 
purposes. Both offers were g:ratefully accepted. The first 
step towards raising: a building fund, in connection with the 
generous offers of Mr. Hayner, Mrs. Wright and Mrs- 
Stowell, was taken at the meeting held February, 1888, wheiu 
on motion of Mrs. Hawley, the sum of $14.05, the proceeds 
of a lecture by Mr. McNeil, was set aside as the nucleus of a 
building fund. 

The meeting held in March was a mournful one. During^ 
the previous month the angel of death summoned two of th^ 
directors, Mrs. W. W. Martin, the President, and Mrs. 
Jennie D. Hayner. The minutes of the Secretary,Mrs. M. F* 
Topping, record that ‘'these were the first two deaths in the 
long list of directors since the library was reorganized.” On the 


32 


CHILDREN'S ROOM. LOOKING NORIH. 
































CHILDREN’S ROOM. LOOKING NORTH, 












announcement of the Board’s double bereavement appropriate 
memorials were presented. 

A memorandum in the records by Mrs. Laird, leads. 

“The year 1888 was the saddest in the history of the library. 
Death came to Mrs. Martin and Mrs. Hayner so suddenly, 
and to us so unexpectedly, that we did nothing but simp y 
carry the work along in a mechanical way. At a ca ec 
meeting of the President pro tern, we simply made a ew 
remarks. Two of the directors read short papers, In 
^enioriam,' and silently we separated. 

Our bright and joyous Mrs. Martin left /eb. l^tli. 

Our quiet and gentle Mrs. Hayner followed her Feb. ^4t . 

Truly a rich harvest for the g^rini reaper. 

At the April meeting: Mrs. W. A. Haskell was elected a 
flirector to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Mrs. 
Dayner, and at the May meeting Mrs. N. D. Williams was 
cbosen to succeed Mrs. Martin. 

The labor of raising a building fund was now the para- 
niount issue before the society and vigorous action was taken 
'^y the directors with that end in view. At a meeting held 
^-lay 1st it was voted to make a general canvass for sub¬ 
scriptions to the fund and to incorporate the society iindei 

State law so that it could hold real estate. 

Another calamity overtook the society on the 29th of 
^arch, 1889, by a second fire in the City Hall building 
'''hich turned’the library again out of doors. The books an 
^ases were removed to the Haagen building, corner of beconc 
^nd Market streets, which became the temporary home of the 
library. The loss to the society by the fire was very con¬ 
siderable, but the insurance adjuster only allowed the directors 
an amount which was felt to be very ma • 

Repairs to the library room having been comp e ec i 

"'ere removed and the old quarters course 

die ;tc lnVhest balance, $777.17; this, . 
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being-distinct from the building- fund, which^was likewise 
steadily increasing:. 

But a brig^hter day was dawning- for the society and 
its noble-hearted, self-sacrificing- directors. Mr. John E. 
Hayner, for many years Alton's foremost citizen and most 
successful business man, had long: been interested in the 
society, especially since the connection of his wife, Mrs. 
Jennie D. Hayner, therewith, and her lamented death, and as 
a memorial of her interest therein he determined to erect a 
library building: from his own means for the use of the 
society. It was a noble and philanthropic purpose, and 
g-randly carried forward. On March 4th, 1890, his intention 
was officially announced to the directors and was received 
with g-reat rejoicing:. That the end for which they had been 
striving: for years with such persistent devotion was to be 
achieved at last, and in a completeness above their dreanis 
seemed almost beyond belief. But the good news did 
not deter the directors from continuing: the work of thein" 
selves raising- funds. A new equipment would be needed and 
an increase of current expenses was involved. 

With the prospective intention of larg:ely increasing- th^ 
number of books in the library the duties of the Book coni" 
mittee became more onerous, and they were always taxinS^^ 
and the Chairman thereof, Mrs. Wright, was relieved of h^^ 
duties as Treasurer, that she might give more time to boob 
selections. 

The site purchased by Mr. Hayner for the new building 
was at the corner of State and Fourth streets, on land owned 
by Mrs. C. L. Wright and Mrs. O. S. Stowell who donate<J j 
the purchase price to the library. The corner stone was l^ii^^ 
early in 1890. The work was pushed rapidly forward and tb^ 
new and spacious home of the library soon arose in lines 
architectural beauty. 

The necessary legal steps were taken for merging the nieni" 
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bership of the old society into a new incorporated organization 
to be known as the **Jennie D. Hayner Library Association, 
Slid of transferring all of the books and propert}’’ of the former 
to the latter. The transfer was effected at a special meeting of 
the membership at the Library room May 5, 1891, Mrs. 
C. B. Rohland being chairman of the meeting and Miss 
Florence Dolbee, Secretary. It was additionally provided that 
sll money given by the Library directors and former direc¬ 
tors to the building fund should be also transferred to the 
new organization and kept intact in perpetuity as a special 
endowment to be known as the “Emeline Martin Fund, 
the interest only to be available for the use of the association. 
This fund amounted to some $950. It was intended as a 
nieniorial to Mrs. Martin as the new building was to Mrs. 
Hayner. 


The new building was ready for occupancy in May, 1891, 
^nd the books were transferred from the old home into the 
^e\v. In celebration of the great event the ladies gave an 
inaugural reception at the new building which proved a 
^elig;htful function. The spacious new edifice, in all its 
appointments, was much admired by the guests present. The 
next day. May 22nd, the doors were closed on the old home, 
^nd on June 1st the Hayner Memorial Library was opened 
the public, marking a grand new era in the association s 
bistory. And now under favoring auspices made possible by 
Hayner's benefactions, the association resumed its work 
a larger scale and with vastly improved facilities in its 
beautiful new home. Under the new incorporation the 

in office at the time of the transfer became the first offi- 
^Hl board under the new. They were : 


Mrs. J. P. Laird, President; Mrs. C. L. ^nght, Vice 
:sident; Mrs. M. F. Topping:, Rec. Secretly; Mrs. H. • 
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A. K. Root, Mrs. J. F. Randall, Mrs. W. A. Haskell, Mrs. 
N. D. Williams, Mrs. W. B. Pierce, Mrs. H. S. Mathews, 
Mrs. H. Stanford. 

Several incidents of interest are noted in the records the 
following^ year; one was the presentation to the association by 
Dr. and Mrs. W. A. Haskell of a $500 g-overnment bond, in 
memory of their young daughter, the interest thereon to be 
expended annually for juvenile books. 

Another entry in the records states that in March, 1892, 
the secretary, Mrs. M. F. Topping, a director of the society 
for twenty years, resigned on her removal to Jacksonville, and 
the ladies as a token of their regard presented her with a 
selection of choice books. Mrs. E. P. Wade was chosen hei 
successor. 

A pleasant surprise to the directors of the May meetinif 
of 1892, was the presentation to the library by Mrs. J. J- 
Mitchell, the first lady president, of a fine oil portrait oi 
herself, which now adorns the librarian’s room. 

This first year in the new building showed a large increase 
in the number of books issued, the total being 12,408. The 
President, in her annual address, glanced backward to the 
days when they so often exclaimed, ‘'Will the time ever com^ 
when this society will have a permanent home ! ” and in con^ 
gratulating the members on the realization of their dreani^ 
through Mr. Hayner’s generous benefaction, said, “Long ni^y 
he live to see and enjoy the good he has done and be able t^ 
say in his innermost heart, ‘I builded better than I knew. 

The work of increasing the endowment fund was pushed 
vigorously, special honor being due to Mrs. A. K. Root^ 
Mrs. W. B. Pierce, Mrs. H. C. Priest and Mrs. H. 
Mathews for their successful canvass, and within a year tb^ 
fund had increased to ^!4,000 and eventually reached $5,009* 


CHILDREN'S ROOM. LOOKING SOUTH. 












































CIllLDRKN’S ROOM. LOOKING SOUTH. 









In March, 1893, Mrs. W. A. Haskell was elected Record- 

Secretary and served some ten years thereafter most 
Acceptably. The President in her reports for 1894 and 1895 
^rg-ed the directors to labor to make the library an educa¬ 
tional centre, and asked parents to co-operate with the 
librarian in selecting suitable reading for the young people. 
It was also essential to interest new-comers in the city, 
the old friends were passing away. Lists were later 
prepared of persons who ought to be members of the 
Society and their subscriptions solicited. Mrs. H. C. Priest 
resigning in 1894, to go abroad, Mrs. M. C. Hayner, the pre¬ 
sent able Vice-President, was elected a director and later 
P'lade Chairman of the Book Committee. 

In February, 1895, the building was wired for electric 
llS'hts, Mrs. H. B. Bowman assuming the expense of lighting 
lor the first year. 

In January, 1896, the death of Mrs. N. D. Williams was 
Recorded and after the adoption of resolutions of respect to 
her memory, her niece, Mrs. Theo. D. Wead, was elected 
Corresponding Secretary in her place, an office she still fills 
^^ith great credit. 

Among the donations received during 1896 was an oil 
I^ortrait of Mrs. A. S. Barry, the first lady Vice-President, 
^^csented by her daughter, Mrs. W. B. Gilbert; also a paint- 

of the Piasa Bird, presented by Mrs. B. F. Child, of Hardin. 

During .the year 1897 the library was opened, experi- 
^^entally, on Saturday morning, but the innovation did not 
favorably and was discontinued the following yeai. 
library was further enriched this year by a geneious 
^^Pation of books from Dr. W. A. Haskell. 

^ The subject of an improved system of cataloguing the 
^^oks had long been discussed by the directors, and the car 
^^stem, known technically as the Dewey Decimal System, 
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which would be practically perpetual, was finally adopted, 
and the plan was put in operation in the winter of 1900-01, 
under the supervision of Miss Gale and the librarian. 

In'the spring: of 1901 a proposition was received from 
Andrew Carnegfie relative to erecting: a library building* 
Alton, but it was respectfully declined, as a further g:eneroUS 
donation by Mr. Hayner to the endowment fund had made 
the library absolutely free to all citizens of Alton, and further 
provided for opening: its doors three days in the week instead 
of two. The acceptance of the Carneg:ie offer to build a library 
building: would have involved a perpetual tax on citizens fo^* 
its maintainance, but Mr. Hayner’s benefaction made it free 
all time. This is a feature which many of our citizens do not fulb' 
appreciate. Mr. Carneg:ie’s g:ifts of library building:s, in othci 
cities, involve an annual tax, but, thanks to Mr. Haynci; 
Altonians have no such burden to bear. And, further, it 
notable that this memorial library is the only free library 
the land, *so far as known, wholly under the manag:emeht o 
ladies. 

At the annual meeting: bi 1901 Mrs. Wm. Eliot Sniil^*^’ 
who became a liberal donor to the association, was elected ^ ^ 
director. The charter of the association and the by-l^^'^'^ 
were amended to conform to the new conditions of a f^'^^ 
library, the chang:e taking effect July 1st. 

This year, 1901, was saddened by the death of 
valued members of the board of directors, Mrs. H. B. 
man and Mrs. Chas. L. Wright. The son of the form^^’ 
Mr. E. M. Bowman, in memory of his mother, donated 
the society a sum sufficient to make her life membershd^ 
perpetual. Mrs. Wright, ever a generous friend of the soci^^^ 
and an invaluable official, was, the President said, in a trib^^^^ 
to her memory, ''one of the brightest women Alton 
produced.'' Her sister, Mrs. O. S. Stowell, also one of 
association's liberal contributors, was chosen as her success<^^ 




A. K. Root, a liberal contributor to the association, 
resigned this year, and Mrs. E. L. Drury, the present efficient 
Treasurer, succeeded her. 

The 19th of March, 1903, the association sustained the 
greatest lie i-pa vement in its history in the death of its noble 
'benefactor, Mr. John E. Hayner, a loss which shrouded the 
'-’ty in gloom. One of his last acts before his fatal illness 
'vas to add $4,000 more to the library’s endowment fund. 

the'time of his death Mr. Hayner’s plans for the endowment 
rbf the society were incomplete. He purposed to increase the 
Endowment to $50,000. He had already given $15,000, in 
^^'dition to the building, and the society had $5,000 from 
*^l^her sources, making its endowment at that time $20,000. In 
’brder to carry out his wishes, his widow, Mrs. Mar}’’ Caroline 
hayner; his daughter, Mrs. W. A. Haskell, and his grand son, 
Jno. A. Haskell, each subsequently donated to the 
"brary $10,000, thus bringing the endowment up to $50,000. 
and Mrs. Haskell endowed also the juvenile library in 
sum of $500, and Dr. Haskell has endowed the medi- 
library he donated to the association to the amount of 
*2.500. This increases the total permanent endowment to 
*53,000—all interest bearing. Mr. John A. Haskell further 
^dcled an annex to the library building, furnished complete, at 
^ 'bost of $13,000. The original building cost $20,000, thus 
leaking- the donations of Mr. Hayner and his heirs $81,000, not 
''^'^'uding continuous contributions to running expenses, repairs 
furnishings, that up to the present time aggregate several 
’^Usand more. It is a noble record of disinterested benefi- 
which will continue to bless this community through 
^^ing generations. 

f ^Ir. Hayner was the friend and benefactor of the society 
its reorganization in 1866 until his death, and while his 
n ^^^^ial benefactions had placed it on an enduring foun 

are other reasons why his memory will be cherished 




































among: the association’s sacred leg:acies : for the long: peiiocl of 
thirty-seven years the directors were encourag:ed and streng:tn'' 
ened by his kindly interest in and sympathetic appreciation 
of their self-denying; work. Who g:ives himself with his 
doubles the value of his offering:. It is not so much what 
g;ive as what we share that counts in the final analysis, and 
was this quality in Mr. Hayner’s g:iving: that appealed nios^ 
strong-ly to those cognizant thereof and will remain their nios 
valued possession. At the April meeting of the association 
appreciative memorial action was taken on his death, and t 
tribute which prefaces these annals was ordered engross^ 
on parchment and presented to the members of his fami'>^* 

The impetus given to the association by Mr. Hayn^^ 
action in making the library absolutely free to the public 
at once apparent, as the report at the annual meeting in 
showed 37,821 books issued during the year, the largest 
her issued in any one year prior to that time being 501 ”^ ^ 
12,400, a gain which indicated how far-reaching the inci*^^ 
had become. 

The association was now in easy circumstances 
cially and the necessity for entertainments, lectures, 
suppers and fairs had passed away, and in 1905 the 
suppers and sales, which for years had been held in the ^ 
hall of the library building, were abandoned. This 
great relief to the ladies, but a distinct loss to the p^' 
These gatherings under the hospitable management 
the ladies were pleasant social functions as well as epicU^*^^^^, 
delights. No one willingly missed the famous ''Libi 
suppers,” where good will and choice viands were evei* 
evidence. 

The spacious annex erected by Mr. Jno. A. Haskell '' 
completed in 1907, and occupied in the fall of that year- 
was complete in all appointments and splendidly fnrnis*^ 

It included a children’s room on first floor, a reference rr> 




^nd stack room on main floor. This children s room is a new 
and delightful feature of the library and a great boon to the 
young people. It was opened in the spring of 1908. 

In 1906, Mrs. W. B. Pierce passed away, and Mrs. J. F. 
Randall resigned to go abroad. Both were valued membeis. 
Their places wei'e filled by the election of Mrs. J. A. Haskell 
and Mrs. Frank L. Taylor. Another bereavement has lately 
fallen on the directors in the death of Mrs. E. P. Wade, a loved 
and efficient associate. 

The growth of the library from small beginnings to its 
Present great expansion, made possible by the Haynei-Has 
f^cll donations and endowments, is illuminatingly evident in 
hs last report, for the fiscal year ended May 1, 1908. A e\\ 
Salient items tell the story: Total number of books in libiaiy 
10,638. Since then there have been several notable acces¬ 
sions. Total number of books issued, 40,107. a gam of 
5.219 over the previous year. Number of readers’ cards in 

force, 4,091. ,. 

And now with this glance at the constantly extending 
Usefulness and popularity of the society, the annals of t le 
Vayner Memorial Library and its forerunners draw to a 
'^lose. The record of fifty-six years of devoted service is 
^ long one, and far more has been omitted than recorded. 

is a story of unselfish endeavor crowned by splendid suc- 
'^^ss. It is a tribute to disinterested womanhood and philan- 
R’ropic manhood. Of the noble benefactor, whose desire to 
'uplift and benefit his fellow men, crystalized in erecting and 
Placing this great public institution on a permanent basis, 
’*• can truly be said : 

“Momimenttcm are perenms. 
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AN APPRECIATION. 


A request has been made that the present president ol 
the Board of Directors of the Jennie D. Hayiier 
should add something: to the well-written history that. 

W. T. Norton has g:iven from the time of the inception of ^ 
library in Alton. 


In answer I can only say it is a pleasure to me to wril^^ 
of the women who served long: and unselfishly to permanently 
establish it, and tell something* of the strug-gle from 1873 to 
1891, at which time Mr. John E. Hayner presented to th^ 
Association the building- now occupied. 

Perhaps no one ought to know any better than the writoi'^ 
who became a director in 1873, and still remains one. 
may be able to*tell something that will interest the readei'S. 

To expedite matters, acopy verbatim of her address to 
the directors at the first annual meeting* in the Meniori^' 
building* is given: 


The President's Address to the Jennie D. Hayner 
BRARY Association at its First Annual 
Meeting May, 1891. 

I hope I may be excused for wishing to say a few wor^^ 
by way of farewell to the Alton Public Library Association^ 
and its Board of Directors. I do it not sorrowfully, but wit'^ 
something of a hallelujah in my heart. 

‘‘We cannot, however, help looking back upon the 
that have sometimes been so full of hard work, and thinkin'n^ 
that many of us have felt like saying : ‘ We drag so throu^'^ 
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the weary days, perhaps we had better pass over what there 
of a Library to the City Fathers and let them do as thej^ 
think best with it.’ The day never came when we could 
really decide to do this. We were certain that the fate of 
the Library would be sealed ; lost to the people of Alton ; 
e>ur work -would be for naught, and only an ignominious 
failure the result. But we worked on, hoping the day would 
eoiiie when the Libi'ary would care for itself through an in- 
ereased membership. 

’‘During the past twenty-two years everything in the way 
entertainments has • been given for its support. Dickens 
Entertainments, Spelling Schools, Lectures, Dramas, Old 
folks’ Concerts, Naiad Queen, Jubilee Singers, Wax Works, 
With Mrs. Leander Mitchell as Mrs. Jarley, and again with 
*“nptain Henry M. Scarritt as Artemus Ward. We will al¬ 
ways remember Mrs. Perley as Mrs. Bardell, Mr. W. B. 
fierce as Pickwick, Mrs. Pierce as Sairey Gamp, Major 
George S. Roper, Mr. Ed. Kellenberger, Mr. Fred Hoff- 
Deister and wife, with many others in the Wax Works. And 
Calico Balls, when Mrs. J. J. Mitchell and Mrs. A. S.- 
^arry danced themselves tired for the benefit of the Library, 
^nd the Spelling School in Mercantile Hall, when a silver 
’Wedal was given to the best speller, Mr. William C. Gates; 
Captain Eaton, of blessed memory (the honored father 
Mrs. A. K. Root), earned the leather medal by succeeding 
being the very worst speller. We will never forget how 
spelled Fuchsia. Mr. W. F. Everts, in his numerous 
^laracters as comedian, villain and singer. The inimitable 
.Elbert B. Smith with his magnificent tenor voice. The song, 
"^hou Art So Near and Yet So Far,’ will never grow^ old 
^^Eause of him. Dr. C. B. Rohland as musician and as old 
’ in the comedies. Captain Henry M. Scarritt with h.s 
^^'ightful little plays, assisted at one time by Miss Lizzie 
^^•tchell. Dr. Charles Davis and Hon. Henry O. Billings in 
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as pretty a drama as was ever g^iven anywhere, 'The Mag’ll 
Mirror.' But,, alas! our receipts were correspondingly 
small. Who so patient and kind as Prof. E. A. Plaight ? 
He always responded with his courtly manner when asked to 
aid us in this work ; Mrs. E. A. Plaight and his brother, 
Prof. R. A. Haight, always ably assisting. Their 'Old 
Folks' Concerts' were as good as were ever given anywhere- 
These amused the public, but expenses were great, and 
could not work for anything that did not bring money into 
the treasury, much as we might wish to please the public. 

"We tried lectures. Among those who came to us 
J. G. Holland, who put us all in a good humor with him 
fore he began his lecture by staring at us in a comical w^y 
until we were all laughing, and he as heartily as any of nS* 
Anna Dickinson (late events make us think of her sorro\'^'' 
fully), brave woman, she has talked well to place wom^n 
upon a higher plane. Mrs. Mary Livermore, dear motherly 
woman, who still holds the rostrum with her wonted vigor* 
Thomas Wentworth Higginson, Schuyler Colfax, and Moso^ 
.Coit Tyler; I have never seen his name in print since,biF 
have felt ashamed that his audience was so small. We ha 
the scholarly Emerson, who gave us the good advice 
'stay at home.' I have always thought that Emerson kne'' 
better than we that we should not have reached out to etjh 
tured Concord for a man to talk to an Alton audience, 
the lecture course left us with a depleted treasury. 
winters after we were persuaded to allow a company ^ 
colored Jubilee Singers to come under the auspices of ^h^ 
Library Association. We supposed they were of the 
of the 'Hampton Student Singers.' The City Hall 
packed, and we listened to a noisy, rackety and very 
minstrel performance. We laughed because we could 
help it, but we felt undignified and out of place. To shc>'''^ 
how hard it is to please every one, a lady said to me: 
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Laird, this is the best thing the Library ladies have ever 
§:iven. I have enjoyed it very much.' Another one said 
to me* 'This is a most disgraceful entertammeut for you 
Library ladies to give.' I could not tell then which remark 
made me most unhappy. We netted $100.00, but we did not 
^eel comfortable. After two or three spasmodic efforts in 
the lecture field, followed by as many failures, because we 
made no money, we settled upon our annual sale and supper, 
which seemed to be the only thing worth trying. 

"We have had our times of sorrow, too. How many 
years we worked together without missing one by death, but 
swifter than we knew the blow came with double force, in 
the winter of 1888, in the short space of two weeks, Mrs. 
Jennie D. Hayner and Mrs. Martin were called to their 
‘Heavenly Home.' The loss seemed irreparable. Mrs. 
Hayner, in her quiet, modest way, whether present or ab¬ 
sent, never failed to show in many ways how much her heart 
^vas hi this work. We can say of her, 'None knew her but 
•to love her, none named her but to praise. 

“Mrs Martin, with her quick helpful hands and cheerful 
^vays, how many hard places her strong: will helped us over. 
It seemed the flash of her eye grave us cheer. Her last messagfe 
to us: ‘Get an honest dollar wherever you can. We think 
them now as 

‘Around each peaceful brow 
The soft celestial breezes blow. 

From all earth's noon-tide heat 
They're sheltered now.' 


“Throug-h all, we constantly wished and hoped tor suita e 
'barters for the library. Many times we were forced to 
•elieve we were occupying precious room m the ity ui mg, 
•ot we ‘held the fort’ by appearing at stated intervals before 
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‘'Twice the books were turned into the street on account of 
fire. I remember an amusing: picture that comes before 
as I write. One Saturday evening: at the close of a disniab 
dark and chilly day, a dray started down Market street from 
the house now occupied by Dr. Gibson, loaded with a dry 
g:oods box of dilapidated books, a rusty heating: stove, known 
as the cannon type, a stove-pipe elbow dangling from on^ 
of the pins, a coal hod, poker, shovel, broom, two old chairs, 
and table—followed by two tired, discouraged looking wonie^ 
in soiled gowns and aprons. It was the last load to the room 
we had refitted after the first fire. The situation was so 
ludicrous, that one said to the other: ‘This is like 
emigrant’s wag:on, only the females usually ride.’. The oth^^ 
more solemnly answered, ‘Will this library ever have a hom^ 
of its own?’ 

“l can answer you nowj Mrs. Topping. The day h^^ 
come. And now we are near the time when we were tol^ 
there would be a real building, a real home for the library^ 
and we all felt that in order to make it presentable for i^^ 
new home we must have more money. The association wi^^ 
be forever under great obligations to those ladies who fe^^" 
lessly took this matter in hand. Mrs. A. K. Root, Mrs. H- 
Priest, Mrs. H. S. ,Mathews, Mrs. J. F. Randall, 

W. B. Pierce. Of all the hard things to do, this does^seem 
be one of the hardest, to walk up to people and ask them f^^ 
money, be the object ever so worthy. All honor to theS^ 
ladies; your names will be in the library history and th^ 
people of Alton who so kindly responded to the call. They 
are worthy of honorable mention. Some day they will 
proud that their names are on this ‘roll of honor.’ Th^ 
building is finished and with a cheery farewell to the old, ^ 
greet the first Board of Directors of the Jennie D. Hay^^^^ 
Library Association at its first meeting in the MenioH^' 
Building, knowing you will all join me in saying of Mr. J^b^ 


E. Hayner Long may he live to see and enjoy the good he 
has done and be able to say, ‘I builded better than I knew.’ ” 


Later Reminiscences. 

Some of these dear co-lal)orers have passed to the Great 
beyond,” others retii'ed and some are closing their useful 
lives in this and distant lands. 

As my thoughts flow into retrospect there appears before 
nie a small I'oom in the northwest comer of the City Hall, 
Second floor, furnished with a pine table, three book cases, a 
l^ench and small stove. In this little room the Library 
Passed into the hands of its new management, the women of 
^Iton, in 1870. Mrs. J. J. Mitchell and Mrs. A. S. Barry, 
related in prior pages, had by timely interference saved 
file books to Alton from an auction sale. The memory of 
f'lese two ladies is kept green by their portraits m the 
directors’ room. They immediately interested other Alton 
Women to raise funds to liquidate the indebtedness and for 
iiitiire expenses. 

My knowledge of the Library does not ante-date 1873. 
predecessors in the office of president were Mrs. 
5idward Hollister, Jr., wife of the Mayor at that time. She 
’^^tired in 1874 because of removal from Alton. Mrs. R. G. 
E'erley, who served seven years. During the latter part of 
i^his time Mrs. A. T. Hawley kindly consented to act as 
President pro tern, sharing the office with Mrs. H. B. Bow¬ 
man, Mrs. Perley having found it necessary to spend much 

her time in St. Louis, and could not be present at the 
f^eular meetings; also it was necessary to have called meet- 
'^§■8. She resigned when she left for Europe in 1882. Mrs. 

T. Hawley was urged by all the membeis to remain per 
^^nently in the place she had filled to the satisfaction o a 
positively and unhesitatingly declined. For a tune we 
'^^'fted, no one wishing to take the responsibility. Fma y 
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the time came when an election was necessary, and the pres¬ 
ent incumbent was elected in 1882, a few months after th^ 
resigfnation of Mrs. Perley. 

I will say here, none were ambitious, all were house¬ 
keepers and home lovers, and nothing- but a desire to put th^ 
Library upon a firm foundation prompted the course pursued- 
Keep out of debt and place a little to the credit side every 
year, if possible, as Mrs. Martin advised. 

Many of the Alton men, notably those who had been 
directors in earlier days, knowing by experience what a tasl\ 
the ladies had undertaken, and those whose wives were in 
new board, were always interested, giving advice and ^ 
'‘God speed,’' beside pecuniary assistance, especially at tim^^ 
when the library came before the public as institutions usually 
do. These affairs were well patronized. The records sho'^ 
substantial aid from the public-spirited people. This hdP 
served to pay expenses that were constantly increasing^* 
Greater demands from the Book committee every year; a con^ 
dition not unknown to managers of libraries everywhere. 

Mrs. Perley being a woman of marked executive abili^y^ 
it was not an easy matter to fill her place with satisfaction 
her successor. 

Mrs. Hollister, in the short time as presiding officer, 
in every way equal to the task. Her retirement was iiind^ 
regretted. 

As the faithfulness of these directors in the “seventies” 
early “eighties” comes before me, none are more promin^^^ 
than Mrs. H. B. Bowman, who never sounded an uncerta^^ 
note ; unassuming and dignified. She always declined hono^^ 
which she had well earned ; was invaluable as chairman ^ 
the Book committee, and after her retirement, in 188^' 
remaining a great help in book reviewing. 

Mrs. A. S. Haskell (mother of Dr. W. A. Hask^^*^. 
served a short time, retiring in 1874. It was a task she 
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not feel like undertaking. Her writings and poems aie a sweet 
remembrance of a brilliant mind. 

Mrs. Roger W. Atwood, as treasurer, always^ knew just 
die amount we dare spend ; her ‘ yes” and no was suf¬ 
ficient. Her sturdy New England nature never faltered. She 
removed to Chicago in 1884 and became very actiVe in church 
and charitable work. She was treasurer of Pilgrim Congre¬ 
gational Church Society, Englewood, until her death in 1908. 

Mrs. F. K. Nichols, who at one time raised a con- 
. siderable amount for extra expenses by her personal efforts ; 
a pleasant surprise ; we felt very grateful. She showed what 
One woman could do. She severed her connection with the 
library in 1876, on leaving Alton. 

Mrs. W. T. Miller was a member of the Board from 
1870 until 1874; retired because of change of residence. It 
'vas not an easy task in those days to attend to the book¬ 
binding, and still harder to get them bound in Alton at that 
dme, as the writer can testify, as she succeeded her in this 
Work. 

Mrs. VV. W. Martin, ever cheerful and ever encouraging, 
»iieeting all obstacles in the most happy manner. She was 
President two years, 1885 and 1886. Her record speaks 
lor itself. 

Mrs. J. D. Hayner, whether at home or abroad, always 
Noxious to do all she could, Mrs. W. B. Pierce (her sister) 
Carrying out her wishes many times. Mrs. Pierce was quick 
lo see and act through all the changes in the different quar¬ 
ters in the City Hall, and the pleasant life in the Free Li- 
l^rary, an active director. 

Mrs. N. D. Williams was a director at two different 
a sister of Mr. Thomas Dimmock, a former director, 
"'ho although a resident of St. Louis for a number of years, 
^^Ve a most interesting lecture in the new building, 
kittle Church in the Tower,” as a benefit; also a number 
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of subscriptions for boys who were unable to pay the sub¬ 
scription fee. Mrs. Williams passed away in 1896. Had 
long- wished for the time she lived to see. 

Mrs. Lucy Hart Wrig’ht, acknowledged by all who knew 
her as a woman of gfreat intellectual ability, a ready writer 
and speaker. As secretary, chairman of the book committee 
and vice-president, in all these offices that she held at differ¬ 
ent times, the right woman in the right place. 

Mrs. Edward P. Wade answered the call of ‘'the 
Master’’ in the autumn of 1908. Pier place is vacant. She 
was ever interested in every good word and work, was ^ 
director since 1892. 

These have passed to “that bourne from which nO 
traveler returns, and their works do follow them.” 

Mrs. J. W. Schweppe, a director in six of the most ar^ 
duous years, retired in 1876, serving faithfully in what seemed 
to some of us a thankless task. She remained in her honi^ 
in Alton long enough to see the fruits of her labor. Now ^ 
resident of Jacksonville, Ill. She was prior to 1873, conten'i" 
porary with Mrs. Mitchell, Mrs. Barry, Mrs. Plollister, 

H. W. Billings, Mrs. J. H. Hibbard, Mrs. L. O. Kendall’ 
Mrs. P. B. Whipple, Mrs. N. Hanson. 

Mrs. M. A. PI. Crandall left to make her home in Caff' 
fornia in 1887. An efficient worker on the Book committee» 
particularly happy and successful in her judgment of juvenile 
books. The importance of such a position can be readily 
understood, as it is one of the most responsible in a library* 

Mrs. M. F. Topping, the able Recording Secretary^ 
whose records help me to-day to write this sketch, so carefully 
written are they, resigned at the first meeting in the Meniori^* 
building, leaving to reside in Jacksonville, Ill. The closiu^ 
of her records and review of the past brings a sadness that 
hard to overcome, as it meant a parting after a close friend" 
ship and association of nearly twenty years. The record say^' 


50 



This year begins a new era in the life of the association. 
A new name takes the place of the old ; a new Secretary takes 
^he pen and the pages of the old record book are closed for¬ 
ever.” From her home, in Jacksonville, she sends good 
wishes and congratulations for all progress in the institution 
she loved so well. 

Mrs. H. B. Eaton, a director from 1871 to 1878, retired 
to make her home in a neighboring town. Her unruffled 
^ood nature, notwithstanding the unpleasant things we had 
to encounter, made the road smooth, that otherwise might 
l^ave seemed impassable. 

Mrs. W. F. Everts, owing to change of residence, was in 
the board but one year, and her departure was much re-’ 

fretted. 

The following names are those still residents: Mrs. A. 
T* Hawley succeeded Mrs. Atwood as treasurer, an office she 
hlled perfectly until 1901. Her home being too distant, she 

it imperative to resign. Mrs. A. K. Root retired the 
^^rne year, after many years of self-sacrificing service. Her 
of sets of fine volumes are much appreciated. Mrs. 
P. Randall, a valuable member of the Book committee, 
efficient and painstaking always. 

Mrs. H. C. Priest resigned on going abroad for an ex- 
^^nded time. During her term of service the last printed 
^^talogue was issued. Her work was invaluable from 1877 
]-|ntil 1892. Three catalogues were issued, the last being a 
, Supplement.” The ladies spent many days cataloguing, and 
Was decided that we have assistance when another was 
^^^eded. When Mr. Hayner determined to endow and make 
^ Pree Library, we were much pleased that this difficulty was 
^^U'niounted in the engagement of Miss Gale, who w^as 
^Uiiii^j, with cataloguing in the newest and best method, tie 
svstem, knowm as the “Melville-Dew^ey, whici was 
^'•^Pted. 
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The fund for which the ladies solicited in 1901 amounted 
to $3,387.00; as $960.00 of this was donated by the ladies who 
were directors and ex-directors, it was appropriated as a 
memorial (and is known as the Emeline H. Martin fund,) to 
be placed at interest and only the income used. The remain¬ 
ing: amount, $2,427.00, was placed at interest and is called 
the Citizens' fund, to be used in like manner. The individual 
donations were in sums of $250.00 to $1.00. 

Those who are g:one cannot speak for themselves, and 
we think it fitting: and only justice to put on record those 
who always remembered to g:ive aid in those early days. 
have pleasant recollections of Mr. A. K. Root, with his 
liberal hand and heart; Mr. R. G. Perley and Mr. H. C. Priest. 

When the annual suppers were served in the dining:-rooni 
in the ten years preceding- the Free Library, none were more 
interested that the proceeds should warrant the trouble than 
Mr. Hayner. Mr. Wm. Eliot Smith, a former director, never 
forg-ot what the work had been to him, by g-iving- material help 
in the most generous manner. When the Free Library 
opened the library suppers were discontinued at Mr. Hayner s 
request. Alton ladies contributed liberally to the tables- 
enabling the directors to furnish suppers that pleased th^ 
patrons. 

Mr. E. M. Bowman gives valuable donations from tim^ 
to time in memory of his mother. 

Mr. J. F. Randall, a frequent visitor, always ready 
help in every way. 

Mr. H. S. Baker makes yearly contributions of valuabR 
books and his gratuitous services as a lawyer are gratefully 
remembered. 

On the record we find Miss Harriet N. Haskell’s nan^^» 
Principal of Monticello Seminary, as a contributor in 190J’ 
also Miss Emily Alden’s and Miss Kate Armstrong’s naiu^^' 


Pleasant recollections, and unexpected, as Monticello has a 
library of its own. 

In closing this long detail of the past, I will add that the 
Alton papers have been most liberal in giving space in their 
Columns. The Alton Telegraph and Sentinel-Democrat have 
always commented disinterestedly and favorably. 

The library staff is Miss Florence Dolbee, who has been 
in the office since 1880, serving faithfully with small remuner¬ 
ation. Now has three assistants : Miss Plarriet Dolbee, 
first; Miss Viola Erbeck and Miss Isabel E. Norton, second 
; ^nd third. 

j For the selection of books on music the library patrons 
^re largelv indebted to Mrs. C. B. Rohland. 

Since Mr. Hayner passed away Alton is indebted to his 
ficirs for large improvements, notably the addition to the 
’ niain building by his grandson, Mr. John A. Haskell, con¬ 
taining- reference room, stack and children’s room. The 
children’s room is 'superintended by Mrs. M. C. Haynei, 
^ice-president and chairman of the book committee, a 
^vorthy representative of the Hayner Library. The medical 
fihrary from Dr. Haskell has been recently placed in the ^ 
^^ference room, as has also a donation of medical works from 
R. Gibson. 

And now, dear readers, with a few words by way of a 
i ^^minder that this is not a Carnegie Library with a ten per 

tax, (and yet all honor to Andrew Carnegie) notwith- 

1 ^ standing, but supported by the heirs of one man, who are 
i anxious that the best should be accomplished. Mr. 

“^^yiier rendered a compliment to the women of Alton when 
^ uiade a proviso that none but they could be directors, an 
present board is doing the best they can to make it o 
to the public. Thanks to those who refrain from what 
Consider unjust criticism. Remember this is not ce 
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served, and the work is not easy. Much has been g'iven, and ^ ^ 
much is required, and we need your help and approval- 
Must ask pardon for some repetitions in this review- 
Kindly remember that history does repeat itself sometimes, 
though not just this way. 

Lucia M. Laird- 

VVhen the name of the library was to be changed— : 
process of law—and incorporated as the Jennie D. Haynet I 
Library, the names signed were : •: 


Mrs. M. C. Hayner, (J. E.) 
Mrs. Theo. D. Wead, (J.) 
Mrs. Elizabeth F. S. Randall, 
(J- F.) 

Mrs. Florence E. Haskell, 
(W. A.) 


\ 'I 

Mrs. Lucia M. Laird, (J. P-' / . 

Mrs. Eva L. Stanford, (H.) j 
Mrs. Mary E. Wade, (E. P-) 

Mrs. Lucinda Mathews, (H.S-) 
Mrs. Eunice L. Drurj% (A. 

Mrs. Alice E. Smith, 

Eliot.) 



List or Sui'.scrihers to thi'. Jennie D. Hayner Luirart 
Fund of $ 3 , 387 , in 1901 , in Sums R.\nging 
FROM $250 TO $ 1 - 


A. K. Root, 

Balser Schiess, 

Pierson-Carr D. G. Co., 

G. A. Joesting, 

Edgar Hollister, 

Dr. Chas. Davis, 

R. F. Seely, 

E. Marsh, 

J. H. Booth, 

A. J. Howell. 

H. W. Chamberlain, 

C. W. Milnor, 

W. F. Floppe, 

S. F. Connor, 

C. A. Caldwell, Sr., 

E. H. Goulding, 
Rudershausen & Sonntag, 
H. C. Priest, 

C. A. Caldwell, Jr., 

W. B. Pierce, 

T. W. Radcliffe, 

Mrs. Albert Wade, 

Mrs. W. B. Pierce, 

Mrs. J. W. Schweppe, 

Mrs. Thomas Biggins, 

Mrs. J. W. Coppinger, 

Mrs. Howard Grey, 

Miss Harriet N. Haskell, 
Miss Emily G. Alden, 

Miss Katherine Armstrong, 


Sparks Milling Co., 
Rhoads & Carhart, 

H. J. Bowman & Co., 
Chas. F. Stelzel, 

Winter Sisters, 

Pitts & Hamill, 

Dr. Waldo Fisher, 

J. li. Raible, 

A. Neermann, 

Chas. F. Dc§^6R^i^iiL) Si., 
A. L. Floss, 

Morrissey Bros. 

FI. C. G. Moritz, 

Dr. J. P. Garvin. 

G. W. Hill, 

A. R. McKinney, 

Robert Curdie, Sr., 

O. S. Stowell, 

E. M. Caldwell, 

H. K. Johnston, 

John N. Drummond, 
Mrs. John J. Brenholt, 
Mrs. FI. A. Fletcher, 
Mrs. Geo. H. Smiley, 
Mrs. Dr. A. S. Haskell, 
Mrs. G. F. Crowe, 
Drury, Wead & Co., 

Monticello Seminary, 
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F. W. Drnry (St. Louis) 
Mrs. T. E. Perley, (R. G.) 
W. Strubel, 

Geo. K. Hopkins, 

M. H. Boals, 

Mrs. G. W. Hill, 

Mrs. S. Duncan, 

Mrs. J. F. Randall, 

Mrs. C. L.Wrig’ht(Lucy PI 
Mrs. H. C. Priest, 

Mrs. J. P. Laird, 

Mrs. S. A. Buckmaster, 
Mrs. Geo. R. Hewitt, 

Mrs. E. L. Drury, 

Geo. F. Kirsch, 

J. F. McGinnis, 

Beall Bros., 

S. B. Baker, 

Geo. H. Smiley, 

H. M. Schweppe, 

Fred S. Detrich, 

John F. Randall, 

Henry Watson, 

Joseph Crowe, 

Geo. M. Ryrie, 


Mrs. F. L. Morrell. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wni. EHo^ 
Smith, 

Mrs. Edward P. Wade, 
Mrs. H. S. Mathews, 

Mrs. M. H. Sprag^ue, 

Mrs. John N. Drummond, 

) Mrs. O. S. Stowell, 

Mrs. W. A. Haskell, 

Mrs. A. K. Root, 

Dr.and Mrs.C. B.Rohland, 
Mrs. Samuel Wade, Sr., 
Mrs. H. B. Bowman, 

J. H. Maupin, 

Daniel Miller, 

Louis J. Hartmann, 
Plenry W. PI art, Sr., 
Plenry Bruegfg-emann, 

J. T. Quig^Ry, 

Edward P. Wade, 

Chas. and H. R. Phinney^ 
A. H. Wuerker, 

E. F. Deterdingf. 


—On page 4, first word, sixth line from bottom, 
“had’' for “have.” 


read 
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